
ami started to his feet. Looking rap--)
i fly through the iium, he picked out the
fe.v business letters, crammed the rest
i :to the drawer and locked it, and then
summoned the office-bo- y.

"Jack." said he, "do you want to earn
twenty dollars?"

1 1m stared. "Sure." said he.
"If you do just as I say, you shall."

went on Carlton rapidly. "I am going
away, to le gone I clon't know several
days anyway. Every morning and after-
noon as soon as the mail conies, take it
up to tin rooms and give it to Ji:n, my
man. If anyone calls for me. just tell
them I'm away on my wedt!ir.g-tri;- i:

and mind now. Jack, say I wc.it on the
t.enty-tift- h. that was the day before
yesterday. Do vim see? Ill" let Mr.
Wheel' K-- and Mr. Rt 1 ir. m know. They
lmth will "lie back this afternoon, and.
mind now. Jack, I went away the day

yesterilay, the twenty-fift- h. I
trust you. There's your twenty. That's
;i'il. o-.l-

y if everything goes all right
there'll another when I get lock."

As lack, thoroughly mvstified but
thmkling over his good fortune, de- -'

tarlton sat down and dashed otT'
letters to his jiartners. To one he simply
stated that he liad gone on his wedding-- j
trip, lf.it would return in time fir the
! i; IMl case. To the older num. Mr.
Wheel-nk- . he gave the whole story,
telling him in what drawer to find the
corri-s.-:i!c-H--e a-- .d also his suspicions
:.s to the jo-- e at the of it. V.v

iKo rejH-atc.-I the instructions he had
uiven to Jailc Then he caught the
Xcw-Vor- k train. I

The next evening Jane s:it at her desk.
luis-'- . - wtiting. trying to kvt- - her thoughts
in the She k:u-- that she
w.is j" o T mere stu'T that sIr--

uouM dc-tro- v when she w:s calmer; j

lut she must kcr;i busy: she must r.ot
think of that fli-!i- . itnjtulsive thing she
had done. Why. v.hy had she done it?
What would he think? He inlably
wore that ring j -t fnm habit; but
" .x-- and ahvavs" Charley her brotlier
hi ! raid of him. If that was true well,
it lie undone now.

..ere a whistle at the tule intcrruted
he. and as she answered it a voiee said'
"A to see Miss Elton." and in
a feu minute came a tap at the door,
and the !' announced Carlton.

lane went forward. ghstlv white, but
she held out her hand and said steadily
"iHN-d-cveuiu- Mr. Carlton."

Hi- - ttii.l not tin- - slii-!itt-- .t nttetition to
t!se haul, but said- - '.l.'iJ Jane, did'
yo'i meai it r

:"!ie Iiaike-- I ;. The gray eyes were
lire row. She net them bravelj for a
imnicnt. at:il J'u i. hiding her face in her

l!a:-'!- s, s;ii.l "I meant it. Harry." I

Alter ae.hile. wlioi they came lack to
i'arlton said: "How did you

m:ne to se id it. Ja-.e- ?" and then she told
hi.n t!ie story of the joke. i

"They di.ln't k :ov I ever had met i

you. Harry, l tK that Honolulu tnp
when you were on your vacation the
summer that Charley was in Switzerland,

d v.ell. I never said anything al --out it.
" Has your career satisfied you. Jane?"
" es. i i :i wiiv. a ji.irt of me: but "
" I'.ut h.it ? Yes. toll me I want it all
the whole ten years story."
"Oh. ilarrv. not
"Well, iH.rh.-q- not t. the whole

t-- it. ISt-.- t a s.er me that "but."
"Hut 1 have war teil you all the time."

rhe "And if I had known
where you were I mif-h- t have sent
.1'M she finished bravclv.

l

answer
that alter awhile larlton
s.iid "Jane, wc are going to le marrieil
5i- -i ight."

InijiossiMc! I

can't. You are era:,!"
"Xo. I'm he stoutly deilarei!

"I have In-e- in New-Yor- k for a v.ho'i-lay- .

What do ou think I have 1 ee- -'

doing? Your and his wife a-- d

1H. Humjhreys are down-stair- s, avd mi

are three or or a I don't
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Itao--r hoxr many others and a cake ard
a bottle or two a--d flowers, and they
sent me tip to break it Rentlv to 'too.
Jane. Jare. did 1 do it gently?" He
tat-fhe- d. boldfnir her face between hb
har.tls. "Sweetheart, sweetheart, sar
resl" -

Jaac staml at Iwa hi utter dtd-eKe- f;

bmt --ardl, there teas really no re-ra- m

ani ten years waa a ronjt time ft-- r an
erajBfle-Ber.-t; so: "I don't see that I
car-Te-

c aaytlni; else." she ansx-em- l,

meekly eaoia--h now. and in another mo-me-r.t

the room was tiRed-wit- a lauj-hm- r: '
crowd, and Jaae was hustled otT to
tat ready.

When aM were jptne except the Elton,
they talked it over. Carlton had hunted
up Ekon. pledged him to scirecy. ai.d
them with Sine. Elton to help the rest
r.as easy enonKh. The miM.hief-lo-i- rj

rotapte cnjoyeil the joke within a juke
miaVt thoPiimhly, a::d .ith little persea-io- n

deiiTel to ri on to l"hica-"- t with
t!ie Carltons i:e-.- t day and piw the
Alpha bigma bjRma a rousmjj reivjAiun.

Next raormrif' Chase and Cha-mc- er

and Cameron were I'isturl-e- d at their
by "A telegram, sir, ami tlie

N-- y sitys. 'Collect live dollam."- -

A tehyrani t.f tliat letj-th- ? What
corld it mean? The i.ics;i-- e was lorjj,
a::d seemetl to In; a farrago of mmserse.
mere wonts strun-- j tojtlier. But out of
it the lc. ililered recijiients KrasjH.il this
mtkh: "Yourself and wife are invited
to a last meetrij; of the Alpha Si:-m- a

Si-n- Clnh at Carlton's rooms -u

nijrht."
What could it mean? And the tele-

grams came from New-Yo- rk too!
Each man at Carlton's otlice on

his way down town. OlT in his wetMi-;-tri- ji.

YegiM!:;! v.t-- it on t lie h
that was e he could luive receivt 1

any letters! Wias it jmssiMc he hail fcr.d

that Irani up his skx-v-c all the tie?
At limchi-u- n they met and coin-'.-;:c- .I

notes', but could come to no coiuhi-sio-n.

The next ni-h- t no time was v.astcil i
keeping the ajjiointment. They foirr.il
the rooms ablaze with liht anil fra-ra:- :t

with flowers, ant were greeted by a most
charming Mrs. Carlton.

Not one word of e . jlanation could they
get. Elton orly slioutcd with hiiithter
when one ventured a iitiestion, although
he saiil that the woman was his sfc.ter
and that he Iielieved it was an alT::ir of
many years' standing, dating lac to
college da vs.

As thev rose to drink the IirideVlieal' h.
Carlton said:

"Let us drink to the passing in li
Alpha Si;mia Sigma. Mrs. Chaunix-r- ,

Mrs. Chase. Mrs. Cameron. Mrs. Carlton,
you will find added to your Kink t:;

ore hundred ilollars. tlie
we j.-.-

y for breaking the rule of that
honored club. It no longer ar.tl
let me say tliat if its name v. as an

the deed that was its undoing
was another. If at any time my fc'lov.--nemlie-

would like their phototraph.'
I returned, thev mar have them bv at- -

pcaniiK ai inc omce ami jhoviii-- ;

property."

HEVENTIVE tF M0S9UT0S
KENTUCKY trlls irf aA Lonisville man ratlicr rH-kmrnn

throui-ttKU- t t!ic Stale fr hi
who last summrr viMtnl a frit-n- il lit in-- ; in a
town tm the lower Mtvsiciii. He timk wit!
him his servant, a faithful old ncj-r- u of sev-

enty yrars.
The after the arrival f the lx:

vtllc man. his h st. who had risen a 1

earlier than usual, eihountercil the toi-- ti !

man walling almut the tmiumb.
I Iv-- i your master wasn't annoyed by

the moMiuitos." oliserveil the heail of the
place. ' I'm surry to say they're pretty bad
just now."

Oh no. sahl" cheerfully fesnaileil the
servant. " I evenin' Slarse Jnha when he
went to ted was so mtoxrrrateil he duBt
mind ilc (fceeters at all. aa dis morrua' tie
skeeters Is so sBtoscrcatcd dey doat
Mane Jnhn "

IF IN HASTE TAKE THE NEW YORK CENTRAL.


